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Ambassadors for Youth award. Victoria Stave
is an 11th grader at Arvada West High and re-
ceived this award because her determination
and hard work have allowed her to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Victoria
Stave is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Vic-
toria Stave for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all her future accom-
plishments.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2013

SPEECH OF

HON. JEFF FLAKE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 6, 2012

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 5855) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2013, and for other purposes:

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Chair, | rise to offer an
amendment, designated as Flake #1.

This amendment is straight forward; it would
reduce funding for the Office of the Secretary
by $50,000 and transfer a revenue neutral
amount to U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion salaries and expenses.

This is a nominal cut from the Secretary’s
nearly $122 million in funding, again only
slightly more than the Committee provided for
the Secretary to spend on receptions next
year.

| offer this amendment as a means of bring-
ing an important issue to both Congress’ and
more importantly the Secretary’s attention.

Let me start by thanking the Chairman and
Ranking Member for their attention to border
issues in this bill as well as the staff's assist-
ance in bringing this amendment to the floor.

In the report accompanying last year’s
Homeland Security appropriations bill, the
Committee directed the Department to provide
a “resource allocation and staffing model for
the ports of entry.”

As would appear to be the trend with Con-
gressional requests for information, answers to
questions, or budget documentation, the De-
partment either failed to prioritize or simply ig-
nored this request and it is reiterated in this
year’s report.

The committee report notes: “As the Com-
mittee has not yet received the CBP workload
staffing allocation model, the Committee can-
not assess CBP’s identified needs.”

As we are all no doubt aware, funding for
border security efforts between the ports of
entry has increased exponentially over recent
years, while the budget for Customs and Bor-
der Patrol officers at the ports has not kept
pace.

As | travel the border region, in addition to
concerns regarding border security and the
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changing nature of threats between the ports,
| hear persistent concerns that our ports of
entry are understaffed.

Those serving at the ports of entry have at
least a dual role, facilitating legitimate trade
and travel safely while also preventing unau-
thorized people and goods to cross the bor-
der.

| could talk at length about the benefits of
cross-border trade for communities along our
borders and beyond, but let me cite just a
couple of examples.

Focusing on the southern border, Mexico is
the third largest U.S. trading partner and the
second largest U.S. export market, with a re-
ported six million U.S. jobs depending on
trade with Mexico.

The executive director of the Arizona-Mex-
ico Commission was recently quoted as say-
ing “Arizona’s border is the gateway for some
$26 billion worth of imports and exports and
some 44 million people each year.”

A recent Maricopa Association of Govern-
ments release cited that legal Mexican visitors
spend roughly $7.3 million a day in Arizona
and Arizona business exported nearly $6 bil-
lion in goods in 2011.

Benefits of trade along the southern border
are certainly not limited to border commu-
nities.

For example, the Mariposa Port of Entry in
Nogales is one of the largest ports of entry for
fruit and vegetables in the U.S. In 2011, the
U.S. imported 13.4 billion pounds of fresh
produce grown in Mexico and more than a
third of that entered through Nogales.

Clearly, a secure border and economic sta-
bility in the border region are not mutually ex-
clusive and main component of success to-
ward that goal is the right staffing levels.

| can assure you that | am the last member
that would support writing any agency a blank
check. The process of the Appropriations
Committee performing the necessary oversight
and accurately reviewing port of entry staffing
needs begins with the Department delivering
the staffing model and information that was re-
quested a year ago.

| thank the chairman and urge adoption of
the amendment.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARTIN HEINRICH

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. HEINRICH. Mr. Speaker, | unfortunately
missed four votes today, which included roll-
call votes 315, 316, 317 and 318.

If | had been present, | would have cast the
following votes on amendments to H.R. 5325,
Energy and Water Development and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2013: rollcall
vote 315 (McClintock Amendment #3): “yea,”
rollcall vote 316 (Hirono Amendment): “yea,”
rolicall vote 317 (McClintock Amendment #5):
“no,” rollcall vote 318 (Matheson Amend-
ment): “yea.”

June 7, 2012

INTRODUCING THE STOP NON-NA-
TIVE ANIMALS FROM KILLING
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 7, 2012

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Stopping Non-Na-
tive Animals from Killing Endangered Species,
or SNAKES, Act. This bill implements a suc-
cessful pilot program in which specially trained
dogs help to detect the Burmese python and
other constrictor reptiles ravaging the Ever-
glades ecosystem. The bill will fund a program
to prevent the snakes from establishing sus-
tainable populations in new areas as well as
to control the snakes that are already out
there.

| am a Florida native and travel across the
Everglades frequently. Until recently, there
was rarely a time that | would drive through
the Everglades and not see animals like wad-
ing birds and rabbits along the roadside. Since
these snakes have spread over the last few
years, however, | rarely see any animals at all
anymore. In fact, recent studies have shown
the mammal population in the Everglades has
declined over 90 percent in some cases.

This drastic reduction in numbers is the re-
sult of the Burmese python and other con-
strictor reptiles wreaking havoc throughout the
Everglades, obliterating endangered and local
wildlife, and upsetting the delicate balance of
the ecosystem. The snakes in Florida are con-
tained to a relatively limited area right now,
but they will not remain that way. Experts an-
ticipate that the snakes may expand beyond
the Everglades, or escape from pet-owners
and breeders in other parts of the country to
then possibly establish new breeding popu-
lations there.

| am sad to say that while there is no pro-
verbial silver bullet to completely eradicate the
snakes already in the Everglades, we do have
some tools at our disposal that can stop them
from spreading. This bill today implements one
such technique that has already recently
proved its success in the field.

Auburn University EcoDogs, working along
with Federal, State, county, tribal government
entities, universities, and non-profit stake-
holders, recently trained dogs for a study to
assess whether detection dogs were an effec-
tive tool for python management efforts. As it
turned out, dog search teams can cover more
distance and have a higher accuracy rate in
particular scenarios than human searchers.

The team consisted of two dogs, named
Jake and lvy, a dog handler and a snake han-
dler. It performed free-ranging python
searches on a variety of State, Federal and
tribal lands. In controlled searches, dogs per-
formed approximately 2.5 times faster than
human searchers, in addition to having a sig-
nificantly higher success rate of 92 percent
during controlled canal searches, when com-
pared to the human search team of 62 per-
cent. The SNAKES Act authorizes the Sec-
retary of the Interior to work with the stake-
holders to establish this detection program.

These specially trained dogs can also re-
spond to specific python sightings throughout
the year. A rapid response team will take a
dog directly to the site where a python was re-
cently spotted in order to track the snake from
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